
Restorative Circle

A community self-care process

Offered within the context of a Restorative System; 
A chance to speak and be heard

Circle

Pre-circle
1. What happened?
2. Meaning it has?
3. Inform

•	 Describe process
•	 Who in needed 

to resolve
•	 Consent

1. Ground in the present
2. Investigate the past
3. Agree future plans

Post-circle
(revisiting our agreed actions)

1. What happened?
2. Meaning it has?
3. How	satisfied	are	we	with	

the consequences of our 
actions?
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Restorative Circle

What did you hear?

Is that what you want 
understood?

What did you hear?

Is that what you want 
understood?
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Mutual Comprehension
(Ground in the present)

Self Responsibility
(Investigate the past)

Agreed Action
(Agree future plans)

What would you like known, and 
by whom, about what you were 
looking for at the moment you 
chose to act?

What would you like to see 
happen next?

What would you like known, 
and by whom, about how you 
are right now in relation to the 
event and its consequences?
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Restorative Circle
Mutual Comprehension
(Ground in the present)

What would you like known, 
and by whom, about how you are 
right now in relation to the event 

and its consequences?

What did you hear that matters 
to (speaker’s name)?

Is that what you want understood?

Self Responsibility
(Investigate the past)

What would you like known, and by 
whom, about what you were looking for 

at the moment you chose to act? (or 
the moment the event occurred or at 
the time you heard about the event)?

Is that what you want understood?

What did you hear that matters 
to (speaker’s name)?

Agreed Action
(Agree future plans)

What would you like to see happen 
next? What would you like to offer? 

What would you like to request?

Handout adapted by Holland Restorative Circles based on the work of Dominic Barter and Gail Clapsell

Restorative Circle

What did you hear?

Is that what you want 
understood?

What did you hear?

Is that what you want 
understood?

Process developed by Dominic Barter (contact@restorativecircles.org). © 2010 Gail Claspell (gail@restorativecircles.org)

Mutual Comprehension
(Ground in the present)

Self Responsibility
(Investigate the past)

Agreed Action
(Agree future plans)

What would you like known, and 
by whom, about what you were 
looking for at the moment you 
chose to act?

What would you like to see 
happen next?

What would you like known, 
and by whom, about how you 
are right now in relation to the 
event and its consequences?


