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The Board of Trustees met November 19-21, 2009 in St. Louis. Following is a brief review of the highlights of the Board Meeting.
Council on Health Care:  The Board approved new policy relative to the reduction of lifetime orthodontic maximum benefits by ancillary procedures.  (Bob Brown-GLAO representative)

Council on Governmental Affairs:  The Board approved that the AAO take the following positions on health care reform: support “tort reform”, repeal of McCarran-Ferguson federal antitrust exemption for health insurance companies, the exemption of small business employers from mandatory contributions to employee health care coverage and oppose any medical device tax that would include orthodontic appliances. Don Hayes-GLAO representative)
Board Committees:  The Board approved: (1) AAO member consultants may be appointed to various task forces, councils and committees for a three-year term with the option of extending for an additional three-year term where applicable, based on a Board evaluation. The appointed consultants’ expenses, per AAO expense guidelines, shall be covered by the AAO unless covered by another entity. (2) New AAO policy in recognition of the passing of an AAO leader:  (3) The audited financial statements and accompanying notes and schedules for the year ended May 31, 2009 as presented by RubinBrown. (4) That the AAO research plans for a potential winter meeting with the American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry in 2012. 
Other Recommendations:  The Board approved: (1) That the AAO forward RFPs to design firms that have the potential to produce an AAO logo that is not only appealing to the AAO’s target audience but also the AAO membership. (2) The nomination of Dr. Jim Gjerset for the Eugene and Pauline Blair Distinguished Service Award to the AAOF.  (3) The nominations of Drs. Sarandeep Singh Huja, Robert Vanarsdall, Katherine Kula, Stuart Josell and Rose Sheats for appointment to the Commission on Dental Accreditation as consultants. (4) The election of Drs. Mike Hipp, Rick Pfeffer, Jim Hoag and Lisa Howard as Directors of the AAOPAC. (5) An American Academy of Pediatrics task force to include a trustee, AAO’s Editor and representatives from COOP, COC and COGA along with relevant staff to work on fostering the relationship with AAP.
Surveys: The Board approved the following surveys:  (1) Dr. Antonia Kolokythas, resident at University of Illinois-Chicago regarding referrals from orthodontists to oral and maxillofacial surgeons. (2) An AAOSI survey to orthodontic department chairs regarding professional liability insurance.
AAO Services (AAOSI):  The Board approved:  (1) Drs. Jeffrey Gilmore, Perry Opin and Gary Wiser be re-appointed for an additional three year term. (2) A new agreement with the International Training Institute (ITI) be renegotiated where royalty payments be forgiven in years one and two of the agreement with full royalty payments being submitted for the remaining term of the contract. (3) A new five-year agreement with the Academy of Orthodontist Assisting (AOA). (4) The contract with TransFirst Health Services, Inc. for an additional three- (3) year period for AAO’s approved credit card processing program.
Scanning:  The Board scanned the following topics: The Economics of Orthodontics (Morris Poole), 2008 Demographic and Retirement Survey (Gayle Glenn) and Social Networking (Hugh Phillis).  
Meetings:  The following is a list of meetings that I have attended since the August BOT meeting: ADA resolutions conference call, September 1st ; Canadian Association of Orthodontists Meeting (Kelowna, BC), September 8-12th; ADA Annual Session (Honolulu), September 29-October 6th;  AAO conference call, October 23rd;  GLAO Annual Session (Toronto) October 28-November 1st; BOT and delegation chairs conference call, October 30th; AAOF Investment Committee conference call, November 3rd; AAO Investment Committee conference call, November 4th and Vendor Focus Group Meeting (St. Louis), November 19th.
Respectfully submitted,
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